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Beloved,

It’s a joy to invite you into an Advent season of daily Scripture, reflection  
and prayer as we make space to contemplate the wonder of Christ’s nativity.

We enter the Advent season after a fall celebration of the classic spiritual 
disciplines. We explored the variety of holy habits like Scripture reading and 
meditation and rest. But we’ve not yet considered the practice at the heart of 
the Christian life– a habit most Americans say they do every day – prayer.

This December, I beckon you into a new level of powerful prayer as we 
consider the wide-ranging prayers on display the first Christmas.
We’ll learn from the variety. Prayers like …

 … Zechariah’s prayer of longing.
 … Mary’s prayer of agreement with God’s promises
 … Simeon’s prayer inspired by the promptings of the Spirit
 … the angels’ declarative prayer of peace on earth

I hope you’ll plunge in and immerse yourself in the Scriptures and in 
prayer—I think your prayer life is going to get soaked in power and joy.  
And when we pray—God moves in miraculous ways.
               
 I’m praying for your Advent journey!
 
Pastor Alan
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Prayers of Christmas

Advent
 
Advent is a beautiful time of anticipation among God’s people in which we celebrate the coming of Jesus 
as Messiah and look forward to his second coming as King. The Advent season begins four Sundays before 
Christmas and concludes on Christmas Eve.

During these weeks, we’ll continue our Reynolda tradition of offering a special Advent study for individual 
and group use. You’re invited to take a fresh look at Jesus’ birth narrative by studying the “Prayers of 
Christmas,” which was written to align with sermons in December. We’ll not only fix our eyes on the Lord 
in the midst of the holiday hussle, but we’ll also spend time growing in prayer–a profound gateway of grace.

This journey is designed to enhance your personal worship this Christmas season, as well as draw you 
deeper into the rich gift of community. While you’re welcome to utilize this resource alone, it would 
be well worth spending a few hours in December with others discussing the content and connecting in 
fellowship.

Scan the QR code below to see Advent groups being offered at your campus.

WEEK 1
Longing Prayer

Luke 1:5-25

This week we’ll explore the amazing reality that God is 
actively listening to our prayers and welcomes our truest, 
deepest longings. In fact, prayer involves the intersection 

of our desires and God’s plan in a glorious way.

After exploring this theme in our study of Scripture,  
we’ll conclude each day by journaling through an answer 

to prayer we’ve received and bringing a longing of our 
hearts before the Lord. 
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Monday, December 2nd
Luke 1:5-25

 
* Discover*

1. Write down everything you learn about Zechariah and Elizabeth in v. 5-7. 

2. What tension is introduced by Luke  describing their lineage, position, and difficulty at the outset of 
this story?

3. Note where the people are located and what they are doing in this passage. Also, note where Zechariah 
is located. 

4. Read Psalm 141:2 and Revelation 5:8. What does incense represent in the Bible? 

5. See Exodus 30:7 and Exodus 30:34-35. What do you learn about the timing of the hour of incense?  
In addition, what do these passages communicate about the heart of God and the nature of prayer?

* Respond*
Journal through one answer to prayer you’ve received as well as one of your deepest longings.

Prayers of Christmas

The altar of incense was located in the Holy Place of the temple, 
just outside the veil that separated this section of the temple from 

the Holy of Holies. It stood about 3 feet high, was 18 inches square, 
and was made of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Once a year 

priests dabbed blood on the altar’s horns to atone for the people, but 
day and night, fine spices smoldered here as their smoke arose.

Tuesday, December 3rd
Luke 1:5-25

 
* Discover*

1. What does Gabriel’s announcement imply about Zechariah’s prayer? Knowing that he is a priest and that 
the people are praying in the outer court of the temple while he is in the Holy Place, what can we gather 
about the two-fold nature of his prayer? [praying for his longing AND the longing of the people]

2. List the phrases of comfort and promise the angel speaks to Zechariah.

3. Take note of all we learn about the promised child from Gabriel.

4. Zechariah’s scenario and particularly his response are reminiscent of which prominent Old Testament 
figure? (Hint: See Genesis 17:15-21) Why do you think Luke would make an allusion to this pivotal 
moment in Israelite history?

5. Put yourself in Zechariah’s shoes. How do you imagine Zechariah felt after expressing his longing to the 
Lord, hearing from God via an angel, and becoming the sign for which he asked in the face of an impossible 
circumstance?

* Respond*
Journal through one answer to prayer you’ve received as well as one of your deepest longings.
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Wednesday, December 4th
Luke 1:57-66

 
* Discover*

1. Why do you think Zechariah was unable to speak until the 8th day after John’s birth? (See Luke 1:20) 

2. Referencing the passages in Luke 1 we’ve read this week, what would have been “all these things” from 
v. 65 that the people in Zechariah and Elizabeth’s community talked about, wondered about, and laid up in 
their hearts?

3. What was Zechariah’s response to his lips being loosed versus the reaction of their neighbors?

4. In what ways has the Lord shown you great mercy (see v. 58)? 

5. What do the following passages teach us about bringing our deepest desires to God in prayer?

 a. Psalm 62:8
 
 b. Matthew 7:7-11

 c.Luke 22:39-46

* Respond*
Journal through one answer to prayer you’ve received as well as one of your deepest longings.

Prayers of Christmas
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Prayers of Christmas

Thursday, December 5th
John 1:19-23 / Isaiah 40:1-5

 
* Discover*

1. When questioned by the priests and Levites, who did John the Baptist say that he was NOT?

2. Who did John the Baptist say that he was? 

3. How does the prophet Isaiah comfort the Israelite people who had been in exile for decades?

4. In the ancient world, highways were constructed for visiting kings to travel within their kingdoms with 
special care given to making as level and straight a route as possible. Knowing this, what is John the Baptist 
communicating about his purpose by quoting Isaiah 40?

5. How does Zechariah’s personal longing and the longing of the people of Israel come together in John 
the Baptist’s birth?

* Respond*
Journal through one answer to prayer you’ve received as well as one of your deepest longings.

In the first 39 chapters Isaiah has a tone of warning and judgment. 
Therefore, the opening verses of Isaiah 40 come as a healing balm 

of hope to the weary, exiled Israelites. For the rest of the book 
Isaiah prophesies about the coming peace the Messiah would bring.

Friday, December 6th
Malachi 2:17-3:1, 4:5-6

 
* Discover*

1. What claim do the people bring against the Lord in Malachi 2:17?

2. How could the people have restated this concern in the form of a longing rather than an accusation? 
What makes us want to come to the Lord with a dispute rather than communicate our heart’s desire 
underneath the concern?

3. Who does the Lord promise to send in response to the people’s dispute against him? And who will come 
to the temple after that?

4. Use Malachi 4:5-6 to help you interpret what Gabriel told Zechariah in John 1:16-17. What does 
Gabriel’s reference to Malachi 4 show us about the role John the Baptist would play in God’s kingdom?

5. For what would John the Baptist prepare the people?

* Respond*
Journal through one answer to prayer you’ve received as well as one of your deepest longings.

The book of Malachi was written to those who had been living in 
Jerusalem since the return of the exiles about 100 years prior. 

Though the temple had been rebuilt, much corruption remained 
among the people. The need for a Savior and renewal was palpable. 

Malachi consists of a series of six disputes that the Israelites bring 
against the Lord and his responses to their complaints.
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WEEK 2
Biblical Prayer
Luke 1:26-38

It is more powerful by far to agree with God’s Word than 
to merely express your own desires. Mary models for us 
effective, potent prayer as she receives, embraces, and 

repeats back to God his Word. 

This week we’ll practice praying the Scriptures with 
prayers that bring common concerns during the holiday 
season to the Lord. Allow them to be a jumping off place 

as you bring your needs before our gracious God.

Prayers of Christmas

Monday, December 9th
Luke 1:26-38

 
* Discover*

1. What is the definition of favor? What significance does Gabriel’s greeting play in our understanding of 
this passage?

2. List all that Gabriel tells Mary about the baby she will conceive.

3. Look at  v. 38 in several different translations and write them below as a method of meditating on Mary’s 
beautiful response to Gabriel’s announcement. 

4. What does Mary’s response in v. 38 communicate about her posture toward the Lord? 

5.What thoughts or feelings arise when you read, “For nothing will be impossible with God”? (v. 37)

* Respond - Praying for intimacy with God throughout Advent*
Father, in the midst of a busy holiday season, please draw me close to you. Though there are many things 
fighting for my attention and affection, give me an undivided heart that I may fear your name (Ps. 86:11). 
May I be full of wonder, not simply at the delights of the season, but at the glorious news that in the fullness 
of time you sent Jesus to redeem me (Gal. 4:4). Lord, fill my mouth with your praise as I go about my day 
(Ps. 71:8)
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Tuesday, December 10th
Psalm 119:169-172

 
* Discover*

1. What phrase do you see repeated here that also appeared in Mary’s response to Gabriel in yesterday’s 
reading?

2. Fill in the chart below to note the parallel nature of these verses. (Note: “a” refers to the first portion of 
the verse and “b” to the second portion.) What emphasis does the repetition of words and ideas bring to 
this passage?

3. What is the significance of the Psalmist making requests according to God’s word?

4. From where do the Psalmists’ praise and songs come? 

5. As New Testament believers, how can we be confident that the Lord hears our cries and pleas?

* Respond - Praying the Scriptures for joy in generosity throughout the holidays*
Lord, as I exchange gifts this Christmas, help me to believe and practice that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive (Acts 20:35). Thank you that you promise to give me all the grace I’ll need to generously 
attend to what you’ve called me to this holiday season (2 Corinthians 9:8). Keep my heart from the love 
of money (1 Timothy 6:10) and help me to trust in you (Prov. 3:5). I take you at your word – a generous 
person will prosper (Prov. 11:25). Thank you, Father, for sending your one and only Son. You’re the most 
extravagant gift-giver of all time (John 3:16)!

v. 169a

v. 169b

v. 171a

v. 171b

Let my cry come before you, O Lord, v. 170a

v. 170b

v. 172a

v. 172b

Let my plea come before you

Wednesday, December 11th
Isaiah 55:8-11

 
* Discover*

1. Find two reasons in this passage that it’s a wonderful idea to pray God’s Word.

2. Have you heard a passage preached or read a portion of the Bible that makes you realize that God’s 
thoughts are higher than your thoughts and His ways higher than your ways? What was the passage of 
Scripture and how did God show Himself to you in it?  

3. Take a few minutes to visualize the metaphor of verses 10-11. What agrarian principles do you notice?

4. What insights come to mind about the power and purpose of God’s Word?

5. Write a prayer thanking God for the perfect integrity of his Word. What He initiates, He will fulfill! Ask 
him to bring the promises of the Scriptures to fruition in your life.

* Respond - Praying the Scriptures through loneliness and grief at Christmas*
Heavenly Father, though there are many moments of holiday delights to be enjoyed, I can feel a nagging 
sense of loneliness during the Christmas season. Jesus, how comforting it is to know that you are attentive 
to my sorrows (Ps. 56:8) and well-acquainted with my grief (Is. 53:3). Every pain I feel you have already 
taken on yourself (Is. 53:4) that I might have hope and fellowship with you. Thank you that you are near to 
the broken-hearted (Ps. 34:18) and promise to meet my needs (Ps. 23:1) this holiday season.
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CHRISTMAS, 1884

Though in my heart no Christmas glee,
Though my song-bird be dumb,
Jesus, it is enough for me
That thou art come.

What though the loved be scattered far,
Few at the board appear,
In thee, O Lord, they gathered are,
And thou art here.

And if our hearts be low with lack,
They are not therefore numb;
Not always will thy day come back--
Thyself will come!

GEORGE MACDONALD (1824-1905)
Scottish minister, poet, novelist

Prayers of Christmas

Thursday, December 12th
1 John 5:14-15

 
* Discover*

1. Have you been through a season in which you wondered if the Lord was hearing your prayers? If so, what 
was it like?

2. Note all of the areas in which John wants his readers to have confidence…
 
 1 John 2:28 - 
 1 John 3:19-24 - 
 1 John 4:17 - 
 1 John 5:14-15 - 

3. How would your prayer life change if you had assurance that God hears your prayers and responds?

4. The author of 1 John also wrote the Gospel of John. Take a look at John 15:7. What is the condition 
necessary for receiving what we ask from the Father? 

5. How can we grow in praying according to God’s will?

* Respond - Praying the Scriptures for peace in relationships this holiday season*
Lord, holiday gatherings and expectations tend to bring out messy relational dynamics. As we come 
together for celebrations, may I know myself as beloved (1 John 4:11) and love those around me from a 
secure place as your child (John 1:12). Please help me to move toward the difficult people in my life with 
kindness, compassion, and forgiveness (Eph. 4:32). I worship you as the Lord of peace (2 Thess. 3:16) 
and pray that you would enable me to live peaceably with my family. I bless each one in the name of Jesus!
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Friday, December 13th
Matthew 6:7-13

 
* Discover*

1. If our Father knows what we need before we ask him, why pray?

2. What are the different elements of prayer included in the Lord’s prayer?

 Matt. 6:9 – 
 Matt. 6:10 – 
 Matt. 6:11 – 
 Matt. 6:12 – 
 Matt. 6:13 – 

3. How does verse 10 relate to the central message of Christmas? Read Matthew 26:36-44. How does 
Jesus prayerfully wrestle through this surrender?

4. Verse 11 speaks of God’s provision and our dependence upon Him. How does the incarnation bolster 
our trust that the Father will provide? How can we apply this principle to the Christmas season?

5. Which part of the Lord’s prayer is most comforting to you? Which portion is most challenging to you? 

* Respond – Praying through the Lord’s Prayer in anticipation of the holidays*
Write your own prayer for your holiday season using the Lord’s Prayer as an outline.

WEEK 3
Spirit-led Prayer

Luke 2:22-35

Simeon received prophetic revelation of the Christ 
child’s messianic identity as he listened to God. Prayer 

is a two-way conversation in which we hear from the 
Lord and enjoy the benefits of the Spirit’s leading and 

intercession before the Father.

In response to the story of Simeon, we’ll spend time in 
silence before the Lord this week and grow in hearing 
his voice as we ponder the rich details of this narrative.
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Monday, December 16th
Luke 2:22-35

 
* Discover*

1. List the details Luke shares about Simeon.

2. What do we learn about the person and work of the Holy Spirit in this passage?

3. Re-read Luke 1:31-33 and take note of what Mary learned from Gabriel about her coming child.  
What additional details about his purposes for Jesus did the Holy Spirit use Simeon to communicate to 
Mary and Joseph?

4. Undoubtedly, newborns were brought by Jewish parents daily into the temple as their mothers came for 
their ritual purification after giving childbirth. (See Leviticus 12.) How did Simeon know that this child 
was different from the myriads of others he had likely encountered?

5. Simeon was a man waiting and on the lookout for the comfort that the Messiah would bring to the 
Hebrew people. What part can waiting have in Spirit-led prayer?

* Respond – Spirit-led prayer through the story of Simeon - “[he] blessed God”*
Re-read Luke 2:28 and let your mind dwell upon this picture of Simeon taking the Christ child into his 
arms and blessing God. The word translated “blessed” is the origin of our word “eulogy,” which means 

“good word.” Set a timer for five minutes. Listen for the Spirit’s leading of your thoughts and affections and 
jot down “good words” about the Lord. With all that is within you, bless his holy name (Psalm 103:1)!

Tuesday, December 17th
John 10:1-18

 
* Discover*

1. List all that you learn about these two roles of Jesus as described in this text. 

 The door of the sheep    The good shepherd

2. What relationship do the sheep have to the voice of the shepherd? 

3. What do these verses reveal about the heart of Jesus for his people?

4. In verse 14 Jesus states, “I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father.” What are the implications of this profound statement for our relationship with Jesus?

5. Spirit-led prayer is about Jesus leading and us following. How would you like to grow in hearing the 
Lord? What would it look like for you to grow in being led by the Lord as you pray?

* Respond *Spirit-led prayer through the story of Simeon – “my eyes have seen your salvation”
Re-read Luke 2:30 and ponder the reality that many physically saw the baby Jesus, but did not perceive 
him to be the salvation God had promised. Set a timer for five minutes and ask the Lord to open your eyes 
to his truth and goodness in areas where you are not clearly perceiving his work in your life. Jot down 
anything the Holy Spirit brings to mind.
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Prayers of Christmas

Wednesday, December 18th
Romans 8:14-17, 26-27

 
* Discover*

1. According to Romans 8:14-17, what are the ways in which the Holy Spirit relates to believers?

2. Why do you think Paul juxtaposes the Spirit of adoption with the spirit of slavery?

3. List all these passages reveal about the role of the Holy Spirit in prayer.

4. When was the last time that you did not know how to pray? What comfort does it bring you to know that, 
in your weakness, the Spirit was interceding for you according to the will of God? 

5. If God knows the mind of the Spirit and the Spirit intercedes according to the will of God, what 
advantage would we gain in learning to listen for the Spirit’s leading as we pray?

* Respond – Spirit-led prayer through the story of Simeon – “a light for revelation”*
Re-read Luke 2:32. Quiet yourself, set a timer for five minutes, and bring before the Lord any place in 
your life where revelation, clarity, or understanding is needed. Ask him to shed light on that area and make 
note of how the Spirit speaks to you as you wait for him.

Thursday, December 19th
Acts 18:1-11

 
* Discover*

1. Note where Paul is in this passage and the groups of people he’s spending time with there.

2. How do you imagine Paul must have felt while facing fierce opposition from the Jews?

3. What command and what promise did the Lord give Paul in his night vision?

4. How did hearing this word from the Lord impact Paul and those around him?

5. Can you think of other times in the Bible that the Lord promised his presence in the face of a scary or 
difficult situation?

* Respond – Spirit-led prayer through the story of Simeon - “glory to your people”*
Re-read Luke 2:32. The word translated “glory” means radiance or splendor. Set your timer for five 
minutes. Be still before the Lord and allow him to remind you of your true worth. He is the one who is your 
glory! Confess your tendency to seek a radiant life outside of him and receive anew the gift of His presence 
that brings worth and weight to your life.

Recall the words of Simeon when he took up the Christ child in his 
arms and called Him “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.” It’s fascinating 

to recognize that the persecution of the early church in Jerusalem is what 
propelled them into Antioch, Asia Minor, and Greece, as detailed by the 

missionary journeys of Paul in the book of Acts. What a beautiful picture 
of the Lord turning the Enemy’s evil intentions for good!
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Prayers of Christmas

Isaiah 9:6-7

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And 

he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from 

that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.

Friday, December 20th
Isaiah 9:6-7

 
* Discover & Respond*
 Spirit-led prayer through Isaiah 9:6-7

Today our study will consist of reading and seeking the Lord in Isaiah 9:6-7, a classic messianic prophecy 
about the child who would be born many generations later. 

Take your time and read the passage slowly several times. 

Are there words or phrases to which the Spirit is particularly drawing you? What do you sense God is 
speaking to you about himself through this passage? What applications is the Lord inviting you to make in 
your own life with regard to these truths? 

Allow your discoveries to guide a prayer of response to this beautiful proclamation.
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WEEK 4
Declarative Prayer

Luke 2:8-20

There is a kind of prayer, speech directed to God, that isn’t petition or 
intercession but is declaration – declaration of His goodness and His 
power and accomplishments. And, sometimes prayer has the force of 
heaven behind it as it announces the glories of God as related to the 

needs of the world – “peace on earth!”.

This week we will explore what it means to pray from victory rather than 
for victory! As David Holland states in his excellent devotional Praying 
Grace, “[Declarative prayer] puts you in the position of partnering with 

God by giving voice to His will for you and for those around you.”

Prayers of Christmas
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Monday, December 23rd
Luke 2:8-20

 
* Discover*

1. What questions does this story provoke for you? Also, what words, phrases, or concepts strike you most 
about this passage?

2. Take a look at the following verses and note how these three themes from the angel’s announcement 
appear throughout the Christmas story.

 Good news – Luke 1:19

 Great joy – Luke 1:14, Luke 1:44, Luke 1:46-47, Matthew 2:10

 All people – Matthew 2:1-2, Luke 2:32

3. The angel makes an announcement to the shepherds, which prompts the heavenly host to make a 
declaration. What’s the difference?

4. How is this heavenly visitation to the lowly shepherds a demonstration of the angel’s message?

5. What kind of peace was the heavenly host declaring as they lit up the night sky? Explore the verses 
below to get a sense of  how the Bible talks about peace.

 Romans 5:1
 Romans 15:13
 John 14:27
 Ephesians 2:14

* Respond*
Heavenly Father, though you know that I don’t feel peaceful about _____________________ right now, 
I declare that you have given me peace in Christ. I trust in your promises and receive the security and 
stillness of soul that only you can give. You, Lord, and not calm circumstances – your presence with me 
and kingdom within me – provide peace.

Tuesday, December 24th
Revelation 12:1-5, 7-12

 

* Discover*
1. What does the text tell us about the woman?

2. Who does the dragon represent? Note all that you learn about him.

3. What similarities exist between this passage and Genesis 3:15?

4. John wrote Revelation to encourage Christians to remain steadfast in the face of persecution. How 
would this passage have brought his readers courage, comfort, and perseverance?

5. How does this view of Christmas differ from depictions of a silent night nativity?

* Respond*
Declarative prayers are spoken from a place of victory, which is so powerfully displayed in today’s reading. 
Apply this passage to your life by writing declarative statements in prayer that are rooted in the truths of 
Revelation 12:9-11.

Revelation 12 is the Christmas story told from a cosmic perspective. Some 
biblical scholars interpret the woman as representing Mary, but many 

believe she represents the people of God, the messianic community, from 
whom the Promised One came. Also, keep in mind as you read - apocalyptic 
literature is not concerned with communicating in a linear fashion but rather 

gives us windows into the realities of the kingdom of God.
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Prayers of Christmas

Wednesday, December 25th 
Merry Christmas!

 
Matthew 1:22-23
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

Apply this beautiful truth to your life by writing a prayer declaring Immanuel’s presence in areas where 
you tend to feel alone or even God-forsaken. May we embrace the best gift this Christmas Day – our God is 
with us.

Thursday, December 26th
Psalm 103:1-5

 
* Discover*

1. Describe David’s tone in this passage. In what way does he display authority over his own soul?

2. List the verbs in this passage associated with the actions of God toward His people.

3. How do you stir yourself to worship when you don’t feel like it?

4. Why do we have a tendency to forget the Lord’s benefits?

5. What are a few of the ways you’ve experienced the kindness of the Lord this week? Remind your soul!

* Respond*
Use the following prompts to declare these truths in prayer.

Father, I walk in your forgiveness–whole and free.
I am healed–whether in this life or the life to come.
I’m not where I used to be; I am redeemed.
Your steadfast love is the defining reality of my life and identity; I am the beloved of God.
More than any counterfeit good the world offers me, you alone satisfy and strengthen my soul.

28 29



Friday, December 27th
Joshua 6:1-5, 15-16, 20

 
* Discover*

1. Who was Joshua? (See Joshua 1:1-6)

2. What promise did the Lord make to Joshua?

3. Note how many mentions of the number “seven” are in these verses. What is the reason for  
this emphasis?

4. Why did the people shout? What role did they play in the walls coming down?

5. What fuels the declaration of the Israelite people? (See Joshua 6:16)

* Respond*
Lord, you are the promise-maker and promise-keeper. You fight for me and win every battle! I partner 
with your triumphant work in my life by a shout of victory in the face of the Enemy. You are my champion!

Prayers of Christmas

30 31



Prayers of Christmas



reynoldachurch.org


